Marsh a true flower of Scotland

By JOSHUA OSTROFF
Ottawa Sun

Sometimes life is like a fairy
tale, filled with mo | tragedy
and yet still having a happy end-

g,

gueh is the life of local sing-
erisongwriter Michaela Foster
Marzsh.

“I've kind of kept a fairly low
profile here. 1 was very tentative
about coming out with my music
and whether the public would
take me zeriously,” says the
slightly self-conscious Marsh, 31,
her voice still 2 tag of & chil dhood
spent in Gl:nsgem Seotland,

Marsh's CD release party — for
her debut album Foiry Toles &
the Dethq’I‘nmceme — at Bar-
rymore's tanight will be only her
second performance since the al-
bum came out in June.

Dt:smb.“nh:msunga and play-
ing piano since she was a child,
Marsh's music career is very re-
cent, emerging only after her

brother’s death four years agn.
“Td written a song for Frankie
and wanted to record it for my
family. T tried to make a home re-
cording, which didn't go very well,
50 I booked some studio time. 1
mcoudad it very I.In‘.‘klyantl Steve
ngineer ; "Why don't use
y\uurhme and remrﬂsrlmemnre
of your sol
“The studio called me beck and
said: "We can't believe you're not
in musie.’ I said I never thought
anyone would take me seriously.
I jusl =it at home and write
BonEs "
Realizin people just might
h.ermﬁnuly Marsh got over
her apprehension and started
working on some demo record-
ings. BsEnreshe]memLshehad
won a couple of songwrit
pen‘a.on.smdrecemdhm Eur
a full-length al
But, esin a dark fairy tale,
traj struck once again.
he album tock a lot longer
than we expected because in the

middle of it my father died and |
had to go back to Scotland, " says
Marsh, in the matter-of-fact tone
of someone who has recently
emerged from grief.

“The timing of her father’s death
— a Church of Scotland minister
who contracted hepatitis C from
infected blood during open heart
surgery — was particularly poig-
nant as Marsh had ineluded tao
of his songs en the album.

“I think he knew Lime was short
&0 he sent me some (songs). Ide-
cided it would be really nice to put
it on the album as a tribute to
him. T was in Toronte and said:
‘Can we quickly preduce these
songs because he was not very
well? But we had no idea how

sick he was,"

5o she recorded the so and
wis getting ready Lo mail
Secotland when hE'L'pmd.unersug-

gested she first listen to the tape.

As fate would have it, a harsh
anow storm left Marsh struggling
to get back to Ottawa and she for-

gol the cassette in her pocket,

“1 got home and Gerry (her
husband! said to me I got a call
that my dad might not make it
through the night, that 1 had to
ga home.

“1 got on a plane as soon as I
could and when 1 arcived T still
had the tape in my pocket. He
lested °til 1 got home and he was
able to hear the song — he wasmt
able to respond — but we know
that he heard the song.*

Marsh returned to Ottawa af-
ter the funeral and eventually
completed her album — a collec-
tion of melancholy yet uplifting
son@s addressing issues of spiri-
tuality, mortality and the role of
fairy tales.

For tonight's performanee,
Marsh will be joined by a string
quartet and her ¢ ing mother
(wha flew in from Scatland for the
occasion). Her opening acls will
be local songwriber Michael Ge-
raghty and Christine Graves.



